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Upcoming Events

A Note from Principal Ben Ostrom

March 30
4:05 PM
Volleyball Team Fundraiser
The volleyball team is hosting a
$1 gourmet lollipop fundraiser sale
after school on Thursday.
STEM K-8
March 31
Spirit Wear: Twin Day
Students may organize their outfit
with other students for Twin Day.
Brought to you by the STEM K-8
Student Council.
STEM K-8
April 1
5:30 PM
STEM K-8 Dinner Auction
Join STEM K-8 families and staff to
celebrate and support STEM
learning. Dinner, auction, and good
times.
Hall at Fauntleroy. 9131 California
Ave SW
April 5
6:30 PM
STEM K-8 PTA Meeting
Join staff and families to discuss
PTA priorities for 2017-2018.
STEM K-8 Library
April 18
7 PM
Advocacy Committee Meeting
We’re planning the first ever Louisa
Boren STEM K-8 Pride Family
Potluck & Dance Party to celebrate
our LGBTQ Community, Families &
Allies. Join us to help plan the June
2 event. All are welcome.
Uptown Game Emporium, Delridge
April 20
All day
Zippy’s Giant Burgers STEM K-8
Dine Out Fundraiser
Zippy’s will give back 15% of the
day’s take from its White Center
location.
Zippy’s Giant Burgers White Center
9614 14th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA
98106

It’s time to PUNK it up! Clear your credit card balances and line
up the baby sitter. Saturday night, April 1 is the STEM PTA
STEAMPUNK Auction. Join a celebration of the STEM
community that also makes it possible for us to offer enriched
learning experiences building on the STEM K-8 Vision.
We are awaiting exact details on how the restoration of levy cliff funds will affect
STEM K-8. I’m hopeful we’ll see support for additional office and .5 FTE
certificated staff that were previously part of K-8 funding and cut this year (just
before we could experience the benefits for the first time). Stay tuned.
Hiring for 2017-18 will start soon. Interviews will happen through multiple hiring
phases starting the week of April 14th. We are still determining the exact grade
level for next year’s vacancies (other than new hires for 8th grade and a middle
school Access Special Education program). To participate on a Seattle school
hiring committee, you have to have completed one hiring committee training (it’s
good for life)—the next one is April 18th. Contact the school office if you’re
interested in joining this vital activity.
Good news! Next year our school start time is scheduled to be 10 minutes earlier
(9:20 am) and possibly 30 minutes earlier (9:00 am). Bad news! For this year, it’s
still 9:30, which means we don’t provide supervision until 9:15 am. We had over
30 students waiting in the office at 9:10 a couple mornings last week which makes
it hard to get ready for an amazing school day.
And completing Mr. O’s weekly checklist of nags…we’ve had an explosion of balls
coming to school. It’s creating distractions in hallways and lines. We have
basketballs for students at school, and hard soccer balls aren’t allowed on the
playground because of safety concerns. Please have students keep their personal
soccer and basketballs home—it’s finally light enough that they can use them
afterschool and on weekends. Appeals will be accepted for Carolina blue
basketballs if UNC makes it to the Final Four. Thanks for all you do to support
your children at STEM K-8!

From the Office
•

•

When your student will be late or absent from school, please notify the
office by calling 206-252-8450, or email Christa Howsmon at
cjhowsmon@seattleschools.org and Cindy Baca at
chettrick@seattleschools.org. If you are planning an extended absence for
your student, please fill out a pre-planned absence form and return it to
your child’s teacher or the office at least 3 days prior to the start of the
absence. You may get a pre-planned absence form from the office.
We have been contacted by the King County Department of Health that a
student at Louisa Boren STEM K-8 has a verified case of mumps. Last
week Christa Howsmon emailed out a letter and information about
mumps. If you have further questions, please contact your health care
provider.
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Stay Connected

The 2017 STEM K-8 STEAMPUNK Auction is Here

PTA Website – all things PTA
(become a member, volunteer,
shop and earn, how YOU can be
involved).

Thank you so much to the parents and teachers for your work, your time
volunteering, donations, art, and all the support of the auction. We are 6 days
out and looking forward to a great event. There are only 5 open dinner seats
and if you want one please come at 5:30 pm to claim one of the open seats.

STEM K-8 school website – our
SPS school website (curriculum,
staff details and more).

Ticket holders - keep an eye out for two emails. One to pre-register and one
with information about the auction. See you Saturday night for STEAMPUNK!

Enrichment Registration for Spring Session opens
Monday, April 3
Enrichment Registration packets will be sent home this Friday, March 31. Spring
session registration opens Monday, April 3 and classes will begin April 17.
STEM K-8 Facebook
Parents may register online with PayPal or send checks with the paper
Registration form to the Main Office.Please complete a separate form for each
child.

STEM PTA Twitter

If you are in need of a scholarship or payment arrangement please contact the
Enrichment Coordinator at afterschool@k5stempta.org

Education Funding Legislative Update

Principal Ostrom’s Twitter
Principal Ostrom’s Blog

Volunteer
Are you looking for a way to get
involved? All current opportunities
are listed on STEM K-8 Sign Up
Genius Page.

Library Volunteers
Looking for helpers to shelve, label
and check books in and out. See
full details on Sign Up Genius

Share Your Culture Event
Volunteers
Looking for helpers to run the
upcoming cultural event. See
details on Sign-up Genius Page.

Our state has several education funding bills on the table, from the Senate
Republicans, the Democrats in the House and the Governor. The Senate
Republican plan would return us to the former per pupil expenditure model and
relies on property taxes to fund schools. The Democrats plan keeps the current
prototypical school funding model and the Governor's plan adds new revenues
from Capital Gains and B & O taxes. On April 4th, Washington state will reach
the $60 million mark in contempt of court fines for failure to comply with the
McCleary ruling.
You can join in with parents around the state by taking part in the Thunderclap
on April 4 by posting on social media calling for our legislators to fully fund our
Washington public schools. To look up your legislators, use this
tool, http://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/
To learn more about the McCleary ruling and how our state currently defines
basic education funding, read this informative past article from the Seattle
Times Education Lab series, http://projects.seattletimes.com/2016/educationfunding/
Please attend our April 5th PTA meeting from 6:30-8:00, in the library, to
participate in further actions to fully fund our schools.

STEM K-8 Share Your Culture Event on April 27
On April 27 from 6-8 PM, we’re celebrating the many cultures of STEM. Save
the date for this upcoming event that will feature activities for kids and adults
representing the cultures in our community. We need help to make it happen,
check out the Sign-up Genius page for volunteer opportunities.

A message from our Student Council: Spirit Wear Twin
Day
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STEM K-8 Volleyball Season Opener, Schedule and Fundraiser
The first ever Middle School STEM Owl's
girls' volleyball game was Saturday March
25th at 9:30 am in the Louisa Boren STEM
K-8 Gymnasium. There are 19 girls on our
team and 6 can play at any given time.
The first game, the Owls lost 9-25 against
the Pathfinder Compasses Varsity team. In
the second game the Owls came back
strong against the JV team, scoring 3
more points losing with a final score of just
12-25. For the final game, playing against
a mix of the JV and Varsity team, the Owls
proved more than capable of being able to
hold their own losing by only one point at
14-15. Under the capable leadership of
Ms. Heidi Paulson, 7th grade ELA & Social
Studies teacher, who's been coaching
volleyball for 7 years, the team has the
skills, the heart and the drive to be great
volleyball players. The girls also had a lot
of fun.
Report by Beezus Murphy, 7th Grade

Volleyball Fundraiser - Lollipop Sale on
Thursday
Gourmet lollipop sale Thursday March 30
after school with benefits supporting our
girls’ volleyball team. Lollipops will be sold for $1 each. Tables will be set up near the bus doors and the south
doors to the school.

Season Schedule
All regular season games will be hosted at the Louisa Boren gym. Come support the team!

Date
Saturday, April 1
Saturday, April 8
(Spring Break)
Saturday, April 15
(Spring Break)
Saturday, April 22
Saturday, April 29
Saturday, May 6
Saturday, May 13
Saturday, May 20
Saturday, June 3
Saturday, June 10

Time

Opponent

11:00am
12:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
-

JV vs. McClure 2
Varsity vs. Orca
JV vs. Hazelwolf
Varsity vs. Hazelwolf
No Games

8:00am
9:30am
8:00am
9:30am
8:00am
•
11:00am
12:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
12:30pm

JV vs. Broadview
Varsity vs. Broadview
JV vs. TOPS
Varsity vs. TOPS
JV vs. Hamilton 2
Varsity – Bye
JV vs. Blaine
Varsity vs. Blaine
JV vs. Denny 2
Varsity vs. Southshore
JV vs. Salmon Bay
Varsity vs Salmon Bay
Playoffs
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