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January 7, 2019

The official weekly newsletter
of Louisa Boren STEM K-8 PTA

Upcoming Events

January 8
Enrichment registration begins!
@6Crickets
January 9
Auction Committee Meeting
7:00pm – 8:00pm
All welcome!
Uptown Espresso Delridge
January 10
PTA Meeting
6:30pm – 8:00pm
All welcome!
Complimentary YMCA childcare
provided by the PTA.
STEM Library
January 21
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
No School
January 22
Elementary School Tour
9:00am – 10:30am
STEM K-8
January 25
Spirit Wear Day
Elementary School Tour
9:00am – 10:30am
STEM K-8
January 29
Elementary School Tour
9:00am – 10:30am
STEM K-8

A Note from Principal Ben Ostrom
Happy New Year and welcome back!
Hopefully in addition to time with family
and friends, winter break provided space
to reflect on a few of the things that fill
your life. I managed to fit in some work
and also significant family time. One
evening over break I found myself
following shadows down Bear Canyon,
near Tucson, Arizona. The silhouettes of
saguaro rose in herds towards cathedral
rock walls, glowing orange with final flings
of sunshine. The creek below zigged
zagged through loud roars, deep gurgles,
and whispers. It brought to mind “Sunset,”
a poem by Rainier Maria Rilke.
Slowly the west reaches for clothes of new
colors
Which it passes to a row of ancient trees.
You look, and soon these two worlds both
leave you,
One part climbs towards heaven, one sinks
toward earth…
leaving you (it is impossible to untangle the threads)
your own life, timid and standing high and growing,
so that, sometimes blocked in, sometimes reaching out,
one moment your life is a stone in you, and the next, a star.
At STEM, we constantly swing between successes and shortcomings. Our aspirations
are endless, ranging from success for individual children, to meeting rigorous
mathematics standards, achieving Next Generation Science, and providing hands-on
learning through PBL. Engineering teaches us that failure is essential to success.
Failure is not achieving outcomes we hoped for, and provides the most important
opportunities for learning. Reflection time is vital. As we start 2019, thanks to
all of you who partner with us to grow through the messy work of adding a middle
school and multiple new programs. We have and will continue to learn together.
Ben Ostrom
Principal
Louisa Boren STEM K-8

Please Welcome Our New
Crossing Guard
We would like to introduce our new Crossing Guard,
April Fields. April is a lifetime resident of West Seattle
and currently resides in our neighborhood. She
attended E.C. Hughes, Denny and Chief Sealth
schools. She is a mom to three and a grandma to
two. She loves kids! Please welcome her when you
see her at the crosswalk.

Middle School Tour
10:15am – 11:45am
STEM K-8
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January 30
Day Between Semesters
No School
January 31
Middle School Open House
6:00pm – 7:00pm
For prospective families.
STEM K-8
Auction Committee
Meeting
7:00pm – 8:00pm
All welcome!
Uptown Espresso Delridge
February 1
Elementary School Tour
9:00am – 10:30am
STEM K-8

Winter Enrichment Registration
Winter Enrichment registration starts Tuesday at 8:00am! Take a look at
the listings
on 6Crickets
andChocolate
put your selections
in your cart now so all you
Willy
Wonka
& the
Factory
have to do is check out on Tuesday morning. Email Enrichment
Coordinator Ashlee Lyman if you have any questions
enrichment@stemk8pta.org.

REGISTER HERE on 6 Crickets
If you would prefer to pay by cash or check, please
download a paper registration form.
Scholarships
Our intent is that all students have the ability to participate in our
enrichment program. Scholarships are available for students who qualify
for free/reduced lunch or have extenuating circumstances (1 class per
student).
To request a scholarship, please contact the Enrichment Coordinator
at enrichment@stemk8pta.org

Middle School Tour
10:15am – 11:45am
STEM K-8
February 5
Elementary School Tour
9:00am – 10:30am
STEM K-8
February 7
Elementary Open House
6:00pm – 7:00pm
For prospective families.
STEM K-8
PTA Meeting
6:30pm – 8:00pm
All welcome!
Complimentary YMCA
childcare provided by the
PTA.
STEM Library
February 15
Spirit Wear Day
February 18-22
Mid-Winter Break
No School

WINTER 2019 ENRICHMENT @ STEM JAN 22 – MAR 22

Counselor’s Corner
Welcome back from break everyone! I missed you all and am so excited to get
back in the
classroom
our wonderful
STEM community. The
Willy
Wonka
& and
thesupport
Chocolate
Factory

transition back can sometimes be difficult so feel free to reach out if your family
needs any support.
In counseling lessons, we have been working on the 4 Step Apology. Students
took some time to think about what it means to apologize, why it’s important
and what a good apology sounds like. Below is the template we have been
using. Hope it’s helpful!
I am sorry for...
It was wrong because...
In the future I will...
Will you accept my apology?
Danielle Blechert (pronouns: she, her, hers)
School Counselor
Louisa Boren STEM K-8
206-252-8509
STEM School Counseling Services

Pacific Science Center Family Access Membership
Here’s a cool resource for STEM families to check out!

Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory

It’s a program aimed at providing low-income families access to hands-on science education and fun at Pacific
Science Center.
The Family Access Membership is a $19 Family level
Membership available to anyone who receives any form
of public assistance.
The Family Access Membership covers two adults and
up to six youth (ages 3–18) and includes the following
benefits:
 Unlimited admission, as well as unlimited passes
to the Planetarium and matinee Laser Shows
 15 free documentary IMAX® movie passes
 8 free permanent exhibit guest passes
To sign up for a Family Access Membership visit
Pacific Science Center or call their Membership Office at
(206) 443-2924.
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CLASSIC SEATTLE
STEM AUCTION
The Best and the Worst
of Seattle & the PNW
Saturday, March 23
5:30pm-11:00pm
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Why does STEM have an Auction?
The Louisa Boren STEM K-8 PTA supports basics like classroom supplies, all school assemblies, library
books, gym equipment, field trips and the “extras” like Project Based Learning supplies, scholarships for
before & after school clubs, technology equipment, PTA community events like multicultural night, back to
school bash, and Pi Day.
What IS the Auction?
The auction is our major fundraising event of the year. Our hope is that guests (adults 21+ only) feel
inspired to donate at the event in support of the STEM community and we depend on the countless hours of
volunteer time to pull the event off, and the community at large to donate thousands of dollars in items to
the auction itself for us to auction off.
The auction is broken into two blocks: a silent auction; with silent auction tables, games and mingling, and
live auction; with dinner and a live auction with classroom art and larger package / higher ticket items.
What will be different this year? SPRING FLING!
The live auction has classroom art pieces that volunteers, teachers, and students create to sell at the auction.
This Spring we will have a second event at Boren called “Spring Fling” open to the entire school
community (kids too!) where families have the option to see the pieces created and get replicas of the live
art pieces. More details coming soon on this event once it takes shape.

Tickets – Paper tickets OR online!

Volunteers
We couldn’t pull this off without volunteers! Please contact Robin: auction@stemk8pta.org if you can't
make it to an auction meeting and still want to volunteer!
Upcoming Auction Committee meetings are: 7-8 pm at Uptown Espresso – Delridge.
Jan 9, Jan 31, Feb 27, March 13, March 20
Dessert Dash
We need 25 donated desserts. Purchased desserts are welcome. Each dessert must serve 8-10. To donate a
dessert, send an email to auction@stemk8pta.org.
Sponsorship Opportunities
Sponsorship is another great way to support the auction! Levels range from $250 to $2,500 and include a
variety of great benefits. Contact auction@stemk8pta.org for information on becoming a sponsor or in-kind
donor or sign up here.
Donations
Donate new items here.
Attire
Our auctions are themed! This year we are going best & worst of Seattle – coffee, mermaid, the sound, JP
Patches, the gum wall, a mountain, Birkenstocks with socks, grunge, hipster, dresses or jeans – costumes
welcome or “come as you are”.
After Party
Circa – post Auction. Because it will be raining after all and no one will want to go home yet anyway.
Questions?
Contact Robin: auction@stemk8pta.org
TICKETS ONLINE! RSVP DUE BY FEBRUARY 15!
Don’t want to buy Tickets online? Hard copy order forms will be sent home in kid mail or CLICK HERE to
download a form.
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Know any families interested in joining the STEM K-8 community? We are hosting school tours and open
houses in January and February. These tours are open to any families of children entering kindergarten through
8th grade. We host separate elementary and middle school tours to address the specific questions and
concerns of each group. If you would like to volunteer to lead a tour, email tours@stemk8pta.org.
Current STEM K-8 Students are automatically assigned to STEM and do not need to re-enroll. This includes 5th
graders (5th graders are automatically assigned to 6th grade at STEM). Enrollment is for new students.
Unfortunately, STEM pre-school students are not automatically assigned to kindergarten at STEM. If you have
a preschool student and you would like them to attend STEM, you need to apply for STEM through Open
Enrollment.

Open Houses
No reservations are necessary to attend an Open House.


Middle School Open House will take place on Thursday, January 31 from 6:00–7:00 pm



Elementary Open House will take place on Thursday, February 7 from 6:00–7:00 pm

Elementary School Tours
For families of prospective elementary (K-5) students, tours are conducted from 9:00–10:30 am on the following
dates:


January 22



January 25



January 29



February 1



February 5

Reserve your spot on one of these tours.
Middle School Tours
For families of prospective middle school (6-8) students, tours are conducted from 10:15–11:45 am on the
following dates:


January 29



February 1

Reserve your spot on one of these tours.

Invitations to High School Tours for 8th Grade Families
WEST SEATTLE HIGH SCHOOL
INFORMATION DAY
Tuesday, January 15th
9:30-11:00 am

9:30-10:30 Theater: Learn about freshman year at WSHS and course offerings. Meet staff, including the
Administration, Counselors, Academic Intervention Specialist, Athletic Director, and ASB Director, as well as
our PTSA President.
10:30-11:00 Student-led tours of the building
*Students must be accompanied by a parent in order to attend.

The Center School is having two more open houses:
Thursday, January 17th, 6:30 to 8:30 pm
Wednesday, February 13th, 6:30 to 8:30 pm
at The Center School in the Armory building, 305 Harrison Street on the Seattle
Center campus, 3rd floor. Free parking is available with parking passes in the
Memorial Stadium parking lot just north of the Museum of Pop Culture at 5th Ave. N/Harrison St. You can
request a parking pass by emailing The Center School office at tlott@seattleschools.org [or pick one up
from the box labeled “High School” outside school counselor Danielle Blechert’s office. Make sure you get
the right date for your visit]. Place parking pass on your dashboard.
The Center School is a small, arts-focused, arts-integrated public high school available to students from any
neighborhood. Our curriculum provides depth and hands-on rigor, with a college prep track for each and
every student. Our science program includes AP Biology and AP Environmental Science. Our multifaceted visual arts program includes AP Studio Art. We have wonderful programs in theater, creative
writing/poetry, as well as film-making and photography. The Center School also has an exemplary social
justice program. Our students excel in an award winning Model United Nations program.
We are a great choice for your graduating 8th graders who are artistically inclined and want intellectual
rigor. The Center School is perfect for students who prefer a high school experience out of the mainstream
that provides the structure and support needed for success. Talented students who might be uninspired by
other schools really thrive here.
Being situated in the Armory, in the heart of Seattle Center, The Center School has many arts and cultural
organizations as neighbors. We love to build partnerships and learning opportunities with these unique
resources and our students benefit from this rich environment.
We look forward to seeing you at one of our open houses!
Thank you,
Roxanne Duniway
proud parent at The Center School
rduniway@msn.com

7

Dear families and staff,
Please join Superintendent Denise Juneau and other district leaders to learn more about the upcoming
Seattle Public Schools February 2019 levies at three Levy Informational Meetings in January 2019.
All meetings are from 7-8 p.m. Each meeting will include a short presentation, starting at 7:10 p.m. about
what’s on the Educational Programs and Operations Levy (EP&O), and the Building Excellence V (BEXV)
Capital Levy. People will also have time to ask questions about the ballot propositions, the process, and
what’s included for each school in the district’s levy request.
 Tuesday, Jan. 8 – John Rogers Elementary School Cafeteria, 4030 NE 109th Street
 Thursday, Jan. 10 – Montlake Elementary School Gymnasium, 2409 22nd Ave. E.
 Tuesday, Jan. 22 – Rainier Beach High School Cafeteria, 8815 Seward Pk. Ave. S.
Language interpretation will be provided at each meeting. If you need ASL interpretation, please
contact 504coordinator@seattleschools.org
Wondering why the district is asking voters to consider local education levies? Watch our budget video
here http://bit.ly/SPSbudgetvideo
The EP&O and BEXV levies replace existing levies and are not a new tax to Seattle property owners. All
funds stay in Seattle to support our students and schools and pay for safety and security upgrades at every
school, critical day-to-day operations, educator salaries, technology supports, and will fund eight major
school construction projects across the district. These projects will increase the number of classrooms,
reduce portables, and balance class size.
Learn more about our Building for Learning levies here: www.seattleschools.org/levies
See this meeting notice on the district website.
Comments and questions are welcome via email or mail:
 BEX V Capital Levy: capitallevy2019@seattleschools.org
 Educational Programs & Operations Levy: budget@seattleschools.org
 Mail: Levies 2019, Seattle Public Schools, MS 22-336, PO Box 34165, Seattle, 98124
Thank you,
Seattle Public Schools

More levy information at the end of this Owl Post.
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Stay Connected

STEM Equity Committee

PTA Website – all things
PTA (become a member,
volunteer, shop and earn,
how YOU can be involved).

Mission: The Equity Committee works in partnership with families and
staff to increase our school’s commitment in supporting families of color,
low-income families and immigrant families. We want to ensure that
every student has access to the same opportunities, regardless of race,
income, gender and more.

STEM K-8 school website
– our SPS school website
(curriculum, staff details and
more).

Our Work: We have committed to developing an analysis of systematic
racism/privilege, and how it impacts families here in our school. Our
goal is to invest resources where they are most needed to ensure every
child has the opportunity to succeed.

STEM K-8 Facebook

The committee has outlined two areas of focus:
Family Engagement: finding strategies to support families who are not
currently engaged/represented.

STEM PTA Twitter

Professional Development for staff: finding opportunities to bring the
needed resources and supports to teachers that focus on topics such as
implicit bias, culturally responsive teaching strategies, understanding
privilege, etc.
If you would live to be involved in this work, please contact:

Principal Ostrom’s Twitter

Principal Ostrom’s Blog

Staff representatives:
Anisha Noriega or Danielle Blechert
LBSK8Equity@gmail.com
Parent Representative:
Marissa Chavez
chavezmarissa@gmail.com

Volunteering for Field Trips or Helping in the
Classroom? Please Read
If you are interested in volunteering at STEM for field trips, classroom
help, etc. you MUST complete a Volunteer Application every year. You
will need to have with you at the time your current driver’s license, proof
of three years of residency in the State of Washington, and an email
confirmation that you have watched the Adult Sexual Misconduct Video. If
you have not lived in Washington for the past three years then you must
order a National Background Check, which is $21.00.
Applications MUST be completed in full at a minimum of two days prior to
the day of your volunteering, otherwise you will not be able to
participate. If you have any questions please call me.
Thank you!
Jody Hapgood
Attendance/Office Assistant
Louisa Boren STEM K-8
5950 Delridge Way SW
206-252-8450
jahapgood@seattleschools.org

Washington State PTA Statement
on Governor Jay Inslee’s 2019-21
Budget Proposals
“Washington State PTA (WSPTA) is very pleased with the direction of the Governor’s
proposed two-year budget,” said Michelle Nims, president. “At the top of our priorities
is increasing the staffing for student well-being, including additional nurses, social
workers, behavioral health specialists, psychologists, and counselors. This budget starts
with our highest needs districts and phases in for all districts in future budgets. That’s a
great start and critical to the success of students across the state.”
In addition, Nims said WSPTA was pleased to see training for paraeducators, increased
funding for career and technical education, money to address teacher shortages, and
more dual language programs included in the spending plan. Several other proposals,
such as the proposal to return to local levies as a percentage of a district’s budget, will
require a deeper dive into details and implications for school districts and the students
they serve.
“While we fully support the $1 billion for school construction assistance, we feel there
is still work to do to change the outdated formulas that put more of a burden on local
taxpayers to build schools. We would also like to see a second round of grants for
schools to build more classrooms to meet smaller K-3 student ratios. When the
legislature sets policy for all-day kindergarten and smaller class sizes, it needs to back
up that policy with the funding to build the additional classrooms,” said Nims.
“We look forward to working with the Governor’s office and legislature to support
initiatives that build on previous investments to improve school funding and student
outcomes.”
WSPTAs 2019 legislative platform can be found here.
Washington State PTA’s vision is that every child’s potential becomes a reality. We
accomplish this through our mission for PTA to be a powerful voice for children; a
relevant resource for families, schools, and communities; and a strong advocate for the
well-being and education of all children.
Source: https://www.wastatepta.org/washington-state-pta-statement-governor-jay-inslees2019-21-budget-proposals/
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